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Lead-IN. I have alre.ady effusively praised John Michell in chapter seven. ( John 
Michell as the Reluctant Merl.in of Hippiedom) of my book "Sekkers of the ·Linear 
Vision", serialized in "Stonehenge Viewp:Jint. This is a second tribute a warm and 
wonderful person of grea t intelldctual stature. The mat�rial here speaks for itself. 
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( A PORTRAIT OF JOHN MICHELL ) 

Labourers in vineyards are often inclined 
to grt crushed in the presses or totally 
inebriated, the latter sometimes leading to 
the former. They rnrely get praise or recog­
nition while they are in the process ,of 
labouring. This piece of writing is an 
attempt to redress that imbalance for a man 
who has laboured and is 18bouring in the 
vineyard of occult/geomantic philosophy for 
more than twenty years. He has produced some 
incredibly fine vintages that are steadily 
maturing in time's hungry casks. 

But to many people John Michell is 
a name couched .in myth and legendary 
yet divorced from any true human 
recognition. 

BY ANTHONY ROBERTS 

It must be difficult to concentrate the mind when one has become a "living legend'; 
for too often men who. achieve thi8 statur� ( o± �ore likely have it falsely thrust 
upon them) begin to believe in their own exaltation and to diminish as truly re.cog­
nisable human beings. In this case quite the re:verse has happened� Now although 
"JOHN MICHELL" is a revered .and remote figure -eo many occult/earth mysteries 
afficianadDes, John .Frederick Michell th0 man is a very warm and interesting human 
being in his own right. His sense of humour is supreme and his humanity rich and 
eccentric�· It is the purpose of this writing to elucidate this a little by filling 
in the background that has co.ntri.uuted to the overall magical mosaic. It is an 
attempt to put Michell and his work into perspective. 

· 

It is in teres tingly apt that in h:Ls most famous book, "THE VTh"W OVER ATLANTIS" 
(1969), John .Michell ope_ned and subsequently ela,Jorated his geomantic argwnent 
with substa�tial material relating to the work of the antiquaries John Aubr� and 
Wi lliam S tukeley � These two men flourished in t;1e ''golden age" of English anti-
quarianism, the 17th/18th centuries. Both worked on the cusp, so to spe_ak, spa.nning 
the two centuries like giants. Aubrey and Stukeley were part of that curious, 
peculiarly English breed,

< 
the inspired -and enthusiastic g�ntleman amateUr. They were 

civilised, comfo.:.:-tably off, brilliantly enquiring eccentrics with fiercely mystical 
leanings towards the past. They sought the original "Golden Age" ethos through 
studies of past cosmologies, filtered through research into the curious cultural 
mores of their own time. They investigated into Dru�dism and ancient religions, they 
were Ce·l tophiles and believers _in a once universal philosopJ.1y of nature mysticism, _I!Dlr 
under God of course. In fact they were what would now be turned geomantic researchers 
and theoreticians with pronounced undertones. Such a man is John Michell, a direct 
descendant ( intellectually and culturally) of these alchemists of ideas. And such an 
age is the late twentieth century as a new era of magic'aily orientate-d culture dawns. 

But there are problems, false dawns, etc. The last two decades have seen a dramatic 
revival of interest in all .�spects of magic and the occ�lt, but in many instances 
this revival has emphasised the superficial, the bizarre and the mundane. There has 
been a vast growth industry of books, magazines, articles, films and television 

• 
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programmes proclaiming a new "Renaissance of Magic" but usually reducing the sacred 
mysteries to the level of garbled mythology, conjouring tricks, ego-tripping and �seudo­
psychology. Charlatans abound, But it is also true that in every country of what is now 
incre?-singly termed "the Mystic West". a few men ·and women have grasped the golden 
nettle of occu.lt philosophy and begun a genuine revolution in spiritual · and historical 
underst�n�ng. The key found�ng sp�rit of this Poeticaily true renaissance is John 
Michell. As his reputation grows for expounding the magical secrets of the past, so 
the ·man becomes steadily more elusive. And this is deliberate. Michell (internally) 
is a very isolated, singular man who made a conscious decision many ye8rs ago to play 
down the egotism of personal fame for the more solid rewards of philosophical and 
mystical e�lightenment. He has a huge circle of friends and acquainatnces from many 
countries ·and diverse cultures, all of whom receive polite attention and. concerned 
hospitality any time of the day or·night .. The singularity is carefully guarded behind 
a genuine warmth.-Like many of us in the realm of geotnancj;,:Michell wears the Blakean 
armo�· of Poetry and Imagination� This must always be worn next ·to the� spirit for 
pr·otection against psychic vampirism to say the least! John Michell ·wears; his armour 
wit� an insoucient c..ir of almost deboiil:air charm. He needs it: bothto strength:en him 
in -:the de·veloping of his researches and to deflect from him the me_ntal_· .shaf,ts ol1 casu&Jl. 
selfishness and leech-like need so. many peopl.e project. He rejects "guru-hood'' with a 
diffident disdain. 

�ichell currently lives in ·a big; rambling house in London's Notting Hill .Gate area. 
It's a:ri area protenn with exotic ethnic minorities, ortists, vrriters;1 criminals, .ex 
(and not so ex) hippies, etc. A bubbling c.au.ldron of Ceridwen indeed. Michell dwells at 
the top of this tall house, surrounded by books ·nnd an aura of ,quiet, potent magnetism. 
His appearance perfectly reflects J.1is .character • . He · is tall._, . casually dressed {yet 

:; n�at) with the angularly aristicratic fentures and shrewd eye·s of a man who can be 
r_ gently shy one· moment nnd firmly authoritative the next • . He srJokes·:.incess.nntly (roll­

ups) and the subsequent clouds of vnp·our 'that ·haze _hin like a n_1hmbus add to his some­
t_i�s slinreal behaviou�?al images. His ·body is slight but his lenrning is massive ;and 
eclectic. He will discuss the ca·nonical uwthematics of Theon of Smyrna one moment, 
switch to the metro.logy of Stonehenge the next E"Lnd then discourse upon the evils, of 
OUr current political sjcstem nnd its coming replacement. All connected things of,course 
to those who :view the world through geomn:rhtic ·eyes. Michell coined :the term ''radical­
tradionalist" when he negan to issue his series· Qf revolutionnry polemical. pamphlets 
under that heading in �972o It has provided n banner which this (Roberts). ferociously 
particular writer is content to trnvel under, nnd is a convenient appellation for many 
radical ·people who are not puppets of ·- ' - ·'"' � ·_·J:r :neo-Nazis. In fact MichelJ!s pnmphlets 
and articles have :r·un paro.llel with his major book produ.ction, the one counterppinting 
the -·other through illumina tiDg ( nnd cross-checking) lei. t. motifs. Revolutionary ,fe�vour 
and· metaphysical insight··:often go�. hand in hand and so ·they shouldl 

Since 1967 Michell has been developing as n radical mystic, questionaing the validity 
of the paths down which modern society h�s seen fit to stumble nnd looking back to the 
lost eras of-psychologicnl ·trnnquility and social harmon::J. He traces the patterns and 
forms of the Golden Age;. thn t . time of pence to which many mythologies refer, when the 
human · race communed with the Gods and recoe;nized the basic structural designs that 
form the mngical morphology of Crention. John Michell's introspection and·mysticnl 
conclusions have born fruit in the form of 14 books (the lntest, on great eccentrics, 
j�st having been delivered to the publisber) .nnd numeroSr. articles nnd pamphlets all 
appearing since 1967o The work ranges over the full spectrum of �ccult;· earth mysteries, 
paranorma� subjectsQ Fortean phenomena. UFOs, geom.�ncy, magic, etc., all nre enc�mpassed 
and elucidated vvi th fluid insight an9.. controlled, masterly style. CJ:'his man ·can �eally 
write. But behind it all there is a· synthesis, a rationale, n d�rection and·.it is time 
that the triadic motivation is properly assessed. ·· . · ·  

Michell maintains that orthodox nrchaeolog� and its philosophic9l corollary 
reeductive. social dynanics resulting in Dnrwini�n evolutio'nary theory is wrong. Accord­
ing. to Michell' s radicnl-trndi tionalis t philosophy ( tot_ally endorsed by th:Ls, :writer), 
the. story of Homo Sapiens is that of gradual deterioration from n ·once profound ec·o­
logical and intellectual balanceo This· holistic balance enabled. r�pport wi:th .the G.!)dS 
(elemental forces that govern the harmony of existence) but when th:Ls .P�ychic _blending 
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faded the log eras of futility nnd bntality were unceremoniously usheded in. The demi­
urgic forces (termed Archons by the Gnostics, devas by their descen�nnts mha occultists) 
withdrew their countennnce frornfallen humanity nnd the Golden Age endecl· in chaos. Such 
are the cyclic rhythms of historyo Michell's vision of preh�story -- that shadowy time of 
megaliths,.· mngic- · and geometr{cnl metnphysics -- is con� is tent and coherent with the 
above reading· of what :might be termed theological chronology. The scholarly ,document­
ntion of factual evidence to prove his point me1kes up the formal content of MichelMs 
work 

But beyond the lucidity of thj_s mystic's words and fncts lies the poetic and 
i!ftuitive grasp of structures, correspondences and patterns that blend ini;;o the wondrous 
we.b of a C0$1.flOlogy bas�d upon divine. revelation 0 This cosoology was the s e'cre.t 'that · .. �ot­
ivated all .the great civilizations of nntiquity, ihcluding Sumeria, Egypt and Greece, al­
though when it was filtered through their culturnl lenses its form and con ten� vras 
aeverely diminished� The roots of this · cosillology lie in the mists· of a lo; -_:::n,.�.cape -­
th� landscape of an nntediluvian world shaped nnd pntterned physically to conforti to the 
canonical ratios ·of a metaphysical-geometric design. This design is interpEeted thr9ugh 
the tr:-iadic facets of magic, numerol.ogy and pure:. ;_;ecmetry., The design manifests ·i ts�lf 
numerically in the rhythms nnd energy forms of nature, expressed through the. geome:try of 
proportional growth ratios. These ratios run in corresponding cnnonical hnrmony through 

-the I:licrocosm to the macrOt)OSID and vice versn. The system�---' :.C.den is summed up in the 
deceptively simple phrnse. "ns above, so below" -- tge keystone in the arc}). of .aiwient " 
magic .. 

IN "CITY OF REVELATION" (1972) his second most fnmous book, Michell states 
that in the dep,ths of prehistory mankind {-. ;-;,_ve:,_i. "a worldwide civilisation based upo!} di­
vinely revealed knowledge of the sacred cnnon. 'l'his knowledge then provided an insight 
into the structufe (and purpose) of the universe.o The canon is a crystallization into: 
Being of the structur�l motivntion of God's will. The essence of Creation. On earth 
this manifests itself in the beaaty of nature's endlessly interlocking diversi�. Aware 
human beings have always recognised the canon in�uitively.(it being endemic in'their 
spiritual consciousness) nnd have laboured to express its sublimities through nrt,. phil-

osophy and metaphysicso Once, aeons ngo, a�eas of lnndscape on this planet were mo�lded 
in conformity to the celestial harmoni•3S, this being Ll chieved through the arf. ·of mngical 
divination today termed geomancy. Natural mandnlic patterns inducing physicql· sarict�� 
were recognised in the topographical schemata and were adapted by the old geomnncers 
into arens of pronounced spirituOl pot.�ncy� The purpose .. of these patt-erns was the chan­
nelling,of telluric and cosmic· energies into nn overall life�enhancement system. It w�s 

· · aiso for the working of magic -nnd thG paying of · h8mnge to fuhe wondc;rs of the canon '­

and its'; demi-·urgic "labourersi' ·the Gods� again uhder God. The canon nlso regW..ate·d the 
energies of the terrestri�l biosphere nnd gnve mankind a true sociai cohesion. In "CITY 
OF REVELATION" Michell sums it up in these words: 

"The canon wos the complete cosmology, the model of all reality and thus 
an imagec· o.f the human mind. No · one ever supposed it could have been a 
human invention; indeed, every source of trndition and snored history· 
declares it to h��e first been introduced through revelation. The origin 
of human ·intelligence is still totally mysterious, but it becomes 
evident from a study of· the canon, whose earliest form is nlways the most 

pl}rfect, that ·there is no question here of evolution or gradual development. " 

The great temples, pyramids and chl.lieches ·built among the. ruins of the old "natwal" 
civilization were all structured to the p� · --. -�.hically 11remembered'' canonical standnrds of 
magic and gemmetry interpreted. through nrnnerology. But the original purity of conception 
was gradually lost •. Thnt, briefly is the psychic rationale endorsed by Mic.hell. 

Whatever diverse_ �t{bjects this man encompasssed since "CITY OF REVELATION" (incident­
ally he is rewri ti.ng it at the IJJ.oment, just as he h2.s his magnum opus "THE NEW. VIEW OVER 
ATLANTIS'' ) , the basic exploration of the canonical pattern has remained supreme. He

. 
is· 

renlly a "physical philosopher" wo�king in the mode this writer has come trJ term applied 
"geomythics" • . He still resenrches endlessly in libraries and roams the countryside soak­
ing up:inspir.ation. Now in his early fifties, John Michell has all the energy and more· 
enthmsiasm than many teenngerso He is a stiiJJ.ulating yet elliptical man who never ceases 
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to- leq-rn and disseminat� thn "t: lenrning. _Pnrndoxiqnlly, he hns many eccentric character 
traits · tp.a t nre only nq tur�l in a �ys tio. whose life. has· _ _ included phases conventionnl to 
the English upp'er classes� He wns eQ.ucated n.t Eton, moved into the confines of Cambridge 
Univers-ity, out into · tlte Royc:il Navy.; then· i:qto a briefly erratic career as an eatate · 

agent. After inheriting money nt the death of his fnther, Michell cut his conrp.ections ... 
with the world of aggressive materialism and seriously began to refine his considernble · 

intellect. ·All this hns led 'to a fine mind delicately balanced, that cnn spark like a 
quartz -crystnl!''-John Michell -trnnsmutes· intuition through:.intellect, producing a refiner'.� 
fire· of poetic logic;. leaveaned by the ratiofuinative· process but never dorninnted by·it .. -
In other words he 1'transtnits11.true wisdom in a·cnrefully distilled form.-He is a 11I'1agi­
cian". in the best· sense of tha·t sorely abused word.· 

It is to be hoped that the "last true antiquary" will see his work projected into a· 
golden future. befcre becomiJ.1g 0 part of the golden past he ,so reveres_ • . He deserves 
tribute. and iove"for_. upholdiri€f the torch of the hUIJan spirit so fiercely in an age :that 
seems· determined to extinguis h· it in a holocaust of atheism- and apathy. The New Age must 
be nnd is ?eing fought for. John Michell is in the forefront of that battle, an unlikely 
but doughty·· fighte_r in a vast .cosmic wo.r. He does not stand alone. Pythagoras, Plato, 
Iaml?lliwhus, Dee, Bruno ,: B ln ke, S tuke.ley, Stirling and the whole ba ttnli�n of current 
mysici.cal ge-omancers are ranged_ wit�h h�m. Victqry will see the resurgence of the cosmic 
cnnon in the consciousness of nen�once more exalt them so they cnn look fearlessly upo� 
the benign face of God. Anthony Roberts . 

October 1985 

BY JOHN 
MIC HELL 

THE "READER", as his new friends call him, once a no'table figure in. 
certain branches of the Somerset County Library, now appears only 
as an occasional e.j_!_trJ. in the notebooks of West. Country UFO spotters� 

I.t is simply impcs.s:::_ble adequately to describe the methods by whio&b 
the "Reader" :::;:�� attained his p:eesent eternally delightful state. They 

· ��
· 

-� c=::l. 

·o 

c:::;l_ 
·. ar� not cornplica ted, merely inexpressible. · Des1pi te the efforts over 

thOUSc;inds ·of yea�S by philosophers, magicians and madmen to evolve a 
langaage through which consciousness of the further dimension might 
be brought within the readh of reason; byl968, the yenr of the 
"Reader's" translation, the-material. triumphs of the preceding decades 
has· distracted most people 1 s. ntten -tion from the true purpose of all art 

· and science, defined by th� "Reader" himself as? "for me to have a 
better time thnn I have ever had before -- all the time." The shocking 
failure ·of scholars and !?Cientists everywhere .to_ find. a.universal medium 

. �- . . . 

�I! 

'to express the mediu�. of their various discoveries mnqe the "Reader•s" 
work unnecessarily prolonged._ In the-co�s� .of' his searoh ·he hnd to master 
a hundred barbaric jargons, to· e�tract hi� : one - �roril the puerile dross_ 
of learned publications, to s-epnrate fac,ts -fro:m. pious moralizing, to 

�.··· 

. suffer partial blindness, a.nd· spiri tunl· debility, merely. to acquire 
the elementary information necessnry for his journey. · · 

After leaving school, be.fore enjoying for the first time the 
hospitality· of his only patron, the director of the Oak; Lawn Lmnatic 

·Asylum,· , the 0Reader" wns seized with a bitter resentt}ent townrds his 
former torturers,. the executiyes in the business of compulsory educat­
ion;. through whose- effortsrp he now realised, bth_his mind .nnd his body 
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���h expo�ur�e- � th�·e. �t=JI er_-
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:. _ . , �- : J) . . _ _ _ . ·.:; : 
in and out of the classroom, hnd left him with certa in 
alien convitions nnd perverse desires far too monstrous 
to be purgerl by th� sabotn.ged forces of his own will. 
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Sus.pe.cting ... thn t others might. be similarly afflicted , the "Reader" determined to· spy 

or+ his friends by �kinc_himself invisible. His first nttempt was. apparently a ·'lud::Lcrous 
failure , naive and unambitious to the point of insanity .. It did , however, lead to his-:­
introduction into the. comforts and amenities ·of Oak Lawn , where much of his subseque-nt· 
work was conductedw 

·Finnnced by the proceeds of typewrfters , stolen one by one 'from the offices of the f':Lrm 
in which his father ho.d placed him , the "Reader" spent the summer of his tlientieth yenn 
wandering. the-- '6m . .:n-t�:�;/ .9 3t0,yi�1t; the 'night at -b:ed· and breakfast buses. One ·evening , staring 
in tearful l'oneliaes·:.i at �c�:e walipaper of his temporary room , he conceived .the idea · of 
entering the world o:P g_-;y ros

.
es 2nd curious mf:1rks which surrounded him on all four- ;s�des. 

He' copied the design on o plc::c;e of pc:fpe r , went up to London and ordered a suit mnde in a 
textile of the sa:oe epee in l_ly printed pattern . . Some weeks later he returned to the wall­
papered room 'irt the loc.t;�.ng hous e, put on. the suit , drew the. curtains arid dimmed the 
lights .. He then cnllcd i'or t:t.e lnndlady and , standing ·against-- the wall , anticipated.with 
pleasure · the p::-ospe8-� of watchi_ng her bewilderment , while himself remaining invisble.

--

For. ·some. momP-nts_, L:.cleed, she did not notice him , - flattened against the wall;- concenled 
in ·the_

--shadows o-.::."' n tm e::-ing vmrdrobe, but her .eventual outrage , the "Reader's" ·mortif-...:. 
ica'tion' and his inaoilj __ �y' dressed in his ridiculous clothes, to treat with the various 
anthor�ties who now s�ddcnly infested him produced a ssene of painful confusion , only 
finallydispelled within the nsylum gates. 

In the course of ob�erving .his new companions at Oak Lawns , the "Reader" came to realise 
thnt many of them had nlready achieved what he had attempted , but in precisely the 
opposite way. For whe�eas he hnd so�ght physical invisibility , they had been content to 

_l�ave, _ thei�. ,bodi�s- on. publ�c displ�y? :xtrpc:ti:ng the�r coh$cioMsness to wa:nder w:P.ere i·f 
woul(L ··Yet· ·ctiriolisly enough," not orie of them had taken advnntage of his liberty , for er 
each continued to haunt his own body, watching anxiously over its movements and resent­
ing the shocks , and restrictions to which it was subjected. 

Whe "'Reader" also _:noticed that there were a great many more people in the asylum than 
he had at first susp�ctedo All kinds of idle anc1 spiteful creatures , either with no bod­
ies of their own or· tobl2zy to inhabit them , ceaslessly tormented all who tolerated 
their approach. He Tins surprised to see thnt most of his compnnions actually welcomed the 
nttentions of this tire[)OIJe I)OIDpany , each side provoking the other with irritating con­
versation and sly tricks.o The "Reader" himself , still obsessed with thougb,ts of irivis­
ibility , avoided as fnr. as possible the society of his fellow guests and·their familinrs , 
but determined to watch thei!' behaviour from the point of view of a detnched spectntor .. 
He found , however , th�l Jc the further he withdrew , the _more eager they be ca.me to provoke 
his interest'. Bot� the hurnnn and the dieelllbodied element began to aftopt.a :respectful , 
fawning nttitude townrds· him, and severo.l of the lntter cnme to nppear far more attrnct­
ive a�d intelligent than he had previously supposed. He even found it possible to c�n,trol 
to sorrie extent their r.l07ements' to disperse malicious groups and to d'

irect them from pla-
ce to place with gestures of the hand, or· with the eye alone. 

-

On lea-ving Oak L8.Wn: his snni .J...y certified , his crimes forgiven, the "Reader"• :begnn. 
again to ronm the countr-yside� He vm s nov1 penniles-s , sleepi-ng in barns and eating where 
he could .. Most of the <le.y he rend, pages of newspaper from the hedges or the books in 
local libraries and tramp infested reading rooills. Everywhere he found isolated refetrences 
to the ethr .--:.c · 1 thnt still surrounded him; some had followed him from Oak Lawn, 
others appeared al-one; the way. They now seemed a fairly amiable crowd, nut the "Reader", 
remembering their spiteful behaviour towards the inhabitants of Oak ;Lawn , still avoided 
any closer association that might disturb his· studies. They were , however , generally well 
disposed towards him , nnd on several occasions , by taking advantage of some piece of 
informn tion they urged upon him, he was able to avoid·. unforeseen trouble , to find food, 
and favournble resting places .. 

One afternoon, staring through the glass cnse of a local museum at the rude stone 
carving of a femal figure� which he understood from the whispered conversation around 
his head to be some .15, 000 years old , the "Reader.' s" eye was drawn to its label._, ·  describ­
ing the piece as n .. fcrtili ty goddess of the year 2, 000 B .. C .. . More extraord:i_narily, an 
almost �dentical figure nen::-by , though. evidently carved no .�ater than within the last 
hundred years' in nbout 1875 by n local archaeologist , YlaS similnrly labelled. The .'·'Read-er 
er" 
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further.exnmined t�e othe� inscriptions in the mu�seum. Many were entirely wrong and 
the meanings and dates t4cy .attributed to the various exhibits were often quite stupid. 
and misleading. A -Len _thous·and .year old Tj,.peton magnetic distributor, for eXample, was . 
described as a religimJ.3. orna��nt.,,. a-nd. a painted Australian device for attracting :raip., 
was called,a.-,totemic · st:Jneo.Appar�ntly.the museum was the victim or the perpetrator of 
��)lpe whimsical.:_ joke .. 

·rhe cura. tor, to V7�om til3 nRender" applied for the purpose of pointing out the�e errqr.s, 
immediat-ely, became �enor..lo.usly ·ang:-y. The "Reader" protested, grew frightened and confus@ 
ed, was suddellly over.v/S�J:Leined· as a host of sliri 11 buzzing ere a tures swarmed in- upon him. 
He stepped forviard wa·v·::.ng his hands. :Soraething fell to the f'loor. The gates of Oak. �a-ym 
r<?��-��nto his mind, opened.? nnd some hours l�ter closed behind him for the sepon� . time. 

For;·sonie yenrs-, wit�1. occnsiono.l holidnys a.t Oak L·nwn, ·the ••Reader" lived in n 
deserted cottage in. the Somerset ranrshes, accept.ed by the local pe·ople, who made. use of 
his ·developing talentB ·as- n· heol.er of cl:i.�eases in men arid cattle, as a· consultant in 
cases of sterility o.nd o.s a weather prophet. In return he received offerings of itood 
and' money, ·:which allowed him to spend. his days in the public library of a nearby town,: 
or.· among the·, ancient raopo.rts and earthworks of the surrounding hills. · · 

The scene ::Ln the museum and-'the we:eks of demonic persecu,tion that followed had . 
� finally . . convinced him of the need for invisibility and he began to po;y- closer attention 
.;-to. the .1:ffi3e_en creatures, of whose presence he was now ceaselessly aware. The nrgument Ut 

with :the· ctir.ntor ,_ he, realised, hnd momentarily relaxed his vigilance. The a ttend.�nt 
. ,nrmy ·ha-d rUs}i�d his defe11.ces, 

. 
seized and tormented him without mercy • . On.ly wi, th fright­

•·ful effort' had they at' last "Jeen expelled. He now saw the necessity' of learning more z 
about their ways: in order to protect himself -from their latent malice a.nd. to': Q.irect them 
as far as pos�ible to his own advantage. His l_i terary -researches, confirmed by. certain 
experiences· b.t _prehistoric sites., su.e;gested that many of those that surrounded him were 
'the creatures of another age, time· travellers from . antiquity, and the "Reader" noticC?d 
that they · each had·n· certain affinity with objects and places associated with .their. own 
particular time. The_ creatures that haunted the Somerset hills and mounds, for ins.tapce, 
were older and provided for better company than those that infested Oak Lawn, and ' tc). lJ.ts 

_ap:qunintance with tilem i_n pnrticUlar he owed his res.,Pecta.ble reputation among h;i.s;. n�i:,gh-
. -p o urs. _ •. To find a p-artic'lil.arly delightful spot and there to join the societY of i'ts 

disembodied inhabitants seemed to· the "Reader" the most favourable route towards · · • • • ' I 
' ' 

inv:is�bili zy·.: ,. .. \ 

: -In t�.:,e· C01Xr'3 e of his studies' the "Reader". came acros.s several refererices 
to individuals'; whole ra·ces· even, who had outgrown the desire to retain their bodies and 
had entered a more conger;.io.l pla�e vd_ thout the intercession of physiQal death • . Most of 
the.:mytholoeical heroes hnd adopted that course; so also had many earlier people, the 
ancesto-rs_ ·of Atlantis, the primaeval. inhabi tnnts of the lost Pacific contine'nt, the 
Dariao.n rac:e. -of .-Irel-nnct;·; ,the Tol tees,. and the pre-Incnns of South America, and many · 

others • .Anyone.; indeed,· with- justifiable clai�s to the true civilised stnte had always 
preferred to live :-outsdle de�th ancl tha- pig trough rather than to remain a fretful 
Gompanion of decaying flesh. The best .of every generation hnd chosen the first· o.�Jportune 
meomerit to depart, leaving a.nly the stupid �nd inadequate to perpetwite the decline .. of 
human cul tl..lie.. All the "Reader" ha.d to _ do wEis to find the exit by which his predecessors 

·1i�a.=;;�i'6apea� : . = . . .  

One dny the "Reader" wns _i_n the library looking through an old Somerset guide-book,. 
illustrated by.· photograps tnken some .fifty' year·s ·earlier. They showed · scenes· and lands­
capes, al-:t qui t·e far:ri.liar, yet sqmehow o,lien. Suddenly· he understood the solution.· 
Photography is such·a reccn�· develop6ent that no one has yet become conscious of the 
r.�markubl� differe�ce __ .in colour, light, tone and atmosphere between a Victorian land­
sqap�.,· and �-:,similar'view pho-tographed today. Eyery ng�, th� "Reader" perceived, hns its 

.. chq�acteristic v:is'\Jal ospect in the ·same wiJ.y ns i:t has 'i:t;s own: pecu.liar 'note,- :d.e·tecto.ble (·-in- ��e ·p�eva.ilirig harnony of its contempor�ry'- musl.c. It was iner�ly s·. question::'bf select­
ing a desirable period, analysing its qualities from the evidence of surving objects, 
poetry and traditions, recreating for a moment the conditions of that time and stepping 
inside. 



s . 

From thn t moment the " Re n der" concentra te d his s tudies upon the s ub je c ts of 
as tronomy, magne tis m n nd n s trologicnl his tory . He s el e c te d  a s  his future home , the year , 
1850B . C .  no t perhap s the penk of the Golden Age , but s till illumina ted by i ts afterglow 
and fnirly a c c e s s ible through i t s  s i tes and ar tefa c ts to one n c c us tomed to intui tive 

· res earch . Mytholc:>gy ,  he renli s e d , tnke s pla ce . no t only in the pn s t ,  .but al s o  in the 
future · in·  a c dordnrice v-ri th �ei:tniriJ :airios·t  recurring cycles . The psychic conditions tha t 
prevaile d a t  the · time o:f_' .

. 
the "R�n der ' s " · experiinent were s Uffi ciently clos e . to tho s e  of 

1850 B. C. ·to j us tify his · · s ele c ti on 1Jf thn t ye ar as the ob j e c t  bf his a t temp t . : 
· 

.- . . . ' . .  . . ' . . . . · ' . 
. . The beautiful green mo�d wi th its 
prospe c t  over a fine lnnds cnpe of wo o ds 
and rivers , towa rds dis tant moun ta ins , 

��� * *  ��� ,�; ::}; ... -: ... -; =-:� ::� ;.�� if :(�>:::��:{�::� �·;! :.:� :�� :{.( :i:��-: i,.: �:���-:; * -J� :.:� >'r �= ,:�*:;:.: �'( �:t :'t t.!:�c:1f*��:'( ::�,* 
:j:. 
�� 
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� · which the "Reader" hn d cho s en ·  as' ·  the ., '  
. �� 
:'� 
� . :)  . 

" MEGALITHOMANIA" .£y JOHN MIC HELL 
(Thnmes nnd Huds on, £8-50 ) '"· · .s 6ene of his · e terrial habi ta tion ha d 

· 

formerly b e en the s ite ·. of nn e q\�iiio'xial 
fa'i-r ,: · s uppre·s ·d e·d by 8 : Pu.±i tan vica:L"' and 
now long · aba ndoned �  to the : de trirrH�nt of 
all no. tural gr.cnyth . :i.n t�p· vicini ty . On 

�. .. :. ,..., . IIJa <1."'1e s s  comes in .all s hapes and forms . 
When i t  came to me i ts was in . the sh�pe · 

of s tone circle s ,  s tanding s tones and o ther 
prehis toric s truc ture s .  I t  came tb J ohn 
Michell in the s ame wo.y . Through the ag.es 

.\. . · 

the tra ditional day the " Render" dre s s ed 
in . . a whi te robe and h�nv:ily . encumb ered · 

wi th a varie d ·a s sortment of ob j e cts , 
�o.un:ffed, i_ts s lope , f.or n t  n ·particu.lar · 
hour jus t before , suns e t ,  he qnlcul� ted 
the as tronomical influenc es s houl �  be 
mo s t  favourable to' his enterpris e .  

�us\ia lly the snb.ll pla tea·u o n  top o f  t:1.e 
· moUhd was ' des'er te d,  but } as he gn ine d 
the 'summi t ;  the . .. ·" Reader" · :.w ti c.e d a ' gaily 

' dre s s e d  par ty , 1 many c:ilso in robes ' s moking 
· and· ea ting bena th a tre e  on the far s ide . 
He pii� no ri tte�tiori but s a t  down a t  on�e , 
pln cihg around him the . var ious ins trum- , . 
ehts , his mirror·, tinte d s pe c ta c_les , hnrp', 
amul e ts nnd bag o f  poppy s eeds , ·toge ther · 

"·wi th th_e spear and nrrowheads s tolen v�t th­
out difficul ty  from a lo cal m1 1.s eum . 
. . ,. . .. 

. He s a t  entrilnced, ab s orb ed in the s ub tle 
movements of . .  the e� ther ' tha t firs t s um­
ounded and then pervnde d his body v  The 
s e tting sun s to o d  for a n  ins tant pois ed 
on a far mounta in peak , like a. ballo o,n on 
a pin ; The ·1 1Reade!" s truck · hi s harp and 
crie d out . 

· 

l .  
His white robe shimmered green c 

The s uri· dis appe ared � - - ��p.e "Reader" als o . · 

a s train of thi s mnla dy has s truck · indiv­
.idual s of all types and des.erve s to reach 

· epidenic pro.por tions: . Michell ha s ident­
ified the vi�Ul ent s train plaguing c ertain 

· pers ons in Bri tain as megali thomania . Long 
· ·.r:lay s prend this feveri s h  enthus iasm for· 

nnc ient monuments. and •if · thi s  b ook is, any­
thing to go by many more. will be infe cted. 

T o  s tretch the me tnphor , j us t  as  Prof . 
· Alexander Thorn ha s infe c ted his whole 

fnmily wi th a s troarche olologicnl megq.Jit­
hiomanin cal geometry , I hope the dis eas e ·  
will e qually hermdi tary among my family � . · 

Tho s e  who hnve vis i te d  megalithic s i tes 
mus t s urely . hnve been cap tiva ted by the 
s ub tle · mngic · they eng·ender . Their pla cing 
crea tes :wo·ndermen·t and the imagina tion can 

. b e  given full rein . Nevertheles s it is, 
wi th pra c tis e that caution .be ob s erve d, · 
f or experience tea ches thn t �o t all that 
is give� _ prominenc e by archaeologis ts i s  
j us tified and b y  that token much that 

. appenrs s ignifi cant is dismi s s ed or igno-
red .  The dubious . ca tegori z a tion and . 

. The _group benen th the · tree suddenly 
s hivered. One of them s a i d ,  "Who was 
that guy? I ' ve s;e·en: him : up here bef.ore . " 

f:!"nnkly s lap--happy n ca demic approach_ is . . · 
downright errone ous · an� ::l.gnorant . ' A ·c enl: �. 
tral i s s ue ab out prehis tory · is ·the :ever- · 

; . changing fea ts. of s·cholarly imagtnn:tLon. 
· = The monuments rema in but the theories · 

��· pome and go . ( cont . page 91 . 
�� * ¥ � � * * * :\( �( *)tC:.)� �� >�� )�t �:.:i..� :�;:� �� �� �;.: ':���(* j.�;.�� :;� ::�( ;:<,:.:_ ;.:�_�(��.: ��� ::< :�<.:..,� * ��< >�-::>:-:. �� )l: ;:� �jt�( ::�:::���,:����::: �:� *:>:::: .*:::�:.(c. :�t :::;..)�.::�.; )� * *  �� )�� ��lt �� * "l$ '� * if. *** * ,le * *- * * * 

11THE CONCORDANCE OF HIGH MONARCHIS'I'S OF IRELAND . .  · :. �. -' -- ��.-.- -
. . ·· ( Price unknown; , publi­

s hed by author ; from For mpny the . .  thought is tha t the trouble with the · Trouble s  11 Powis Gatidens , is · tha t. the. Iri.s h  s pend? to.o much time iook_ing to : the pas t ., . _ .1_ ondon w11 . )  
Ye t nc c or.ding . · t.o . the plun ' for n pe n ceful; future of a unified . . . 
Ireland s e t. ou.t f1ere , that .is exac tly where . the Iris h s houl d  look . B a ck bey'ond his tor­
ic9l turmoil,.s . · ��cl tribuln tions to prehi s toric tirpe s. o As ¥ichell . poi!lts out , a working . 

. �· r � c  .· , ,..,_t \vas ;pr.oved  and colf.ld be mo d:i,fie d t.o day as a mo del to unite the · ;four provinc e s . 
. 

. · ' . > ·. _ ; 

· 

( cant . p .J1) 
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( Con�ordanc
.
e . .. continu,ed) 

· Whe ther the bevv-ildering complexities of Loyc.lit� t and Republic·an dogmn can ever be era­
.s ed or co j oined has to. be s een . Certainly a poli ticnl s olution nppen:rs unliml.y as an 

. e�tension of ini tin tiye·s being cons id,ered pres ently . Miche1l ' s ;notion of a: " concordance" 
::::- .by common cons.ent -- with a High Kj,ng pres.iding. over n fedel'4l parliai!le·nt · ·s e·ems 
reas onable . Miche1,l . i.s convinced only nomadic people can exis t  without. a .  hierarchical 
sys tem a�d he looks deeply into the arrangement of how ·local government and other

. 
bodies 

wouldbbe controlled .  The H�gh King 1 s  powers being defin6d and his role basic�lly as 
ceremonial . 

· 

Michell -- · a Cornishman with . presumably _no qxe to grind -- s ees  geomancy ns  p�ramoUn.t 
and _:the High King ns fertility figure - a t the head Of the federa tion encouraging· national 
pride . It is he who would p!'eside _over a, centrnl "Vatican- s tyl.e1 1 cidn1inis tra tive city 
s tate and "The R oyne Valley Visi'on" nuthor Martin Brennnn ha s des igned a " visionary" 
central island in Ireland ' s · form � 

Michell ha s obvi9¥sly given much . thought to detnils nnd mos t .ioportnntly the pra ctic­
nli ties of the sys tem if ndopted,  There · is s tubbornnes s  in the Irish · charac-ter · and in 
parts deep mis trus t ,  but .there is als o  warmth c::.nd n s trong s eDs e of identi.ty with land­
s cape . Of' all alternatives on ofr'er this s eems the soundes t and .mos t  harmonio:us •

. 

. . . . . - - � ' . 

Subtitled "'T·he Pattern · for the Flrture" , the book is charmingly· des igned, pocket-s ize , 
nnd a positive bluepri11t for brotherhood " 

• ::� • :.;: • ��c • * . is:· . ::� • ":� • �-: • :�� • ::-:< • ��� • :..:� • ::i� • ;;:< • �� • ':'!, fJ :\c • :::: _. �� • :.� � >'t: • * • ��(. -� -�"': 
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The 'Eight'ies s.e8 ·  nn en.trench�ent o� views follovring ··the .uphenvnl3 of tha S ixties • . 

Michell begins ' his -his toric s tudy with : the reviv9-lism· o:- Dr .S tukeley . Pers onally .I think 
·the time is ripe for nnbthel-' · fundamentc.l' ·reas s es sment a Having vis is ted mos t  of the pre­
his toric sites iri the North' during the pns t four yen:-s. I am ema zed at the impres sions ·  I 
have come away with when considered agains t thos e  of profes sional archaeologis ts . I · know 
two people can go to a football game and have a to tally different imp�es sion of wha t  went 

. on , but th�· s ites ·  as recorded by acndemics and .what one. s ees on . the grourid in_ a .l.arger . 
context of bear . s cnnt comparis on_o .And i remember W£3. 2 S  taA.rpayers f'und these  people • . 

. I • 

. 
. . .. · . . . : 

GrUmbles nside·, Mi-chell notes that  ·when in· 1969 I. revived "The Ley Hunter" , this " long­
lnpsed journnl • �- • .; n c ted n s  a hos t  to the �vide range · of nmv theories nnd · ohs erva tions · 
of antiquity whi.ch. · symptomized the revivEd me.gal;i. thomania of' the late 1960s · onvvards . 1 1  

He · rightly adds tha t this · new focus drew · together· " the more thc1 merrier parhaps1 1 , divers e  
pers onalities involved in dows ing , geometers nnd mathemaiticiaus , spiritunl revivalis t$ ,  
occu.ltis ts and even ufolo:gi

.
s ts . The broa d spectrum hns led to an eztremly mature genern­

tion of res earchers with n s pe cinl interes t in recording ·by ·.s. cientific ins truments · an<} 
als o  dowsing . the energies apparent at the Rollright s ton� cir9le , in Ox:fordsh:Lre ., and · 

els ewhere . · 

With regard to the fn ctor ·of ·time , mega'li thomania s eems to be par·t of a spiral in human 
cons ciousnes s ,  with genern tions periodicai,ly being drawn· to the ancient monuments and 
applying contempornry worldviev.rs upo.n th� eq.;ific�s . Miehell begins with Willia.PI S tuke­
ley ' s Druidie .rev:Lya lism and .. plots .· q · cro,ur:se through the .weird and wonderful phantas a­
�agorical s pec.tncle of ·1 .e 001 theories ·of . . the y;ho , .  when_, \vhy �nd was there a m_egalithic 
culture which- .hns rnnged from A.,tJnnte�n holqqaus e slirvivors to benign ancient as tronallllts , 
vin almos t eve:r;y race to have wnlked the �c;1rth- arid s ome the ethereal �enlnis . 

· 

I t  is a fa s cinating and abs orbing sub ject  and Michell provides a s alutary .. commentaey 
on n mixture of human folly , credu;Li ty, ingenuity q.nd . sagnci  tyo In fa c.t th� meag_ali:tho­
.man:4o.cal proces s is s t.ill evolvj_pg os .  we 're s:till e;!.'ec ti:n_s megaliths ,  frorri the Cenotaph 
to Centre Point , from s cience fj�c ti6na1· Kei th Roberts. ' J.ey genera tirig "Big Fans" to 

_ s c.ience fact ' s  micrownve tower erec tions ., providing s i.gr:w tu;r.es to �topian eternity .or . · 
_ flash-bang-wallop . Armngeddono Jus t as  S tonekiller Robips on .took on Aveb.ury, the ' I .R .A . 

b_ombed London ' s  Pos t  Office Tower 0· , Nothing . chn.nt;es . 
, 

Mankind ' s a-ttr[1ction to the· old s tones is e :ternal but cyclical . They are no t s imply the 
provenance of archaeologis ts and as  long ago as the time of S tukeley and Willinm Blake , 
the s tudy s s ecQlar s tranglehod wns loosened, to open the door�c.y for nrtis ts  nnd mys tic s , 
ns trolog��s. and as tronomers , phys icis ts nnd psychics o This book chronicles that timeless 
fns cination o 



10 .. 
A ma j or s trength of this work c ome s from the illus tra tions , which ably c o nvey the 

wri ter ' s  convic tions and whi ch e qually reveal the aura of the monuments , whi ch is s o  
la cking i n  the a c c o unts by archa eologis ts . The mys ti c al fee ling for the land s c ape i s  
e s c ons ed in cha p ter four , where M ichell a mplifies genera tions o f  megalith illus tra tors • . 

O ther chapters deal in de ta il wi th tha huge Bri ttany s tohes , arti s ts s ke tching C arna c ,  
the · antfuquarian goings o n  a t  Land ' s  End, s tone c ir cl e  theoris i ng i n  gener al , the era �f 
barrow plu_nder ' ·  .freaki s h  interpre ta tion of p e troglyp ths , the mul tiplici-'ty o'f ' idea s · 'gen­
era ted · by h,otes · .  in s tone s ., a nd la s tly · a nd mos t interes tingly the current s i tuation wi th 
its mixture . of s urvival s ,  r ev iva l s · a�:hd c ·oritemporary - evolving f olklore . .· " · :  

T here a r e  s ti 11 ·  \he · ama't:eur s - - a nd - -�xperts from o th.er fields. -- a t  the. helm o f  :pre-' , � 

his tor i c  r e s e a r c h ,  popu.larfs ing the a ncie nt s ite s and e�c oura ging grea ter a_warene s 's into­
our her i tage . There wi 1:·1 a l s o· al>;vays befrea c tiona ry ar chaeological fra terni ty c onvinc e d.  
the s i tes vYere · for burial and . uns pe c ified rites performed by s upers ti t::Lous s avages . I t  
i s  only the former group who a r e  true megali thomania cs � 
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"THE. NEW . VIEW Ovfu-r:t ATLANTIS !I  b;_ . · J OHN MICHELL ( Thame s & . Huds (J� , - £D...;95) 
. . . 

-- , �  .
· . 

. 

. 

I t  s eems like a l ife time . I r e a d  " The View Over A tlantis" in 1969 firs t .  I ' ve read · i t 
many times over s inc e for plea s ure and for r e s earch . Now I ' ve rea d i t  a gain for the 
l.lElp teenth time but in i t s  r�vis e d  f orm . The original a drenalin,;_ra i s ing par ts remain but 
t-here is much new ma terial a nd a mc�e c ons idered approa ch . If ever the-re wn s a s ens ible 
champion of ear th mys teries i � wa s ,  is a nd a lways will be J ohn Michell . He ha s the · · ; . 
i.nt_ 1.j._ tive gra s p  of the mys ti c  c ohabi ting wi th the tight rein of the a nalytical reali s t:· 
H:eric e ' the enrlier . a nd current ,·1.rers ions of wha t Vva n  once the fihippies I bible "  . s how a . ' , ,  
bala nc e whi ch has been unappre c ia te d by a ca demics and ha s ins pired a pbs t-psyche deli-c · 

genera tion of drop- outs s eeking a Golden Age nirva m a nchoring point from whi c h  to c o n..., 
0 i der the c ontemporary r e al i ti e s . I n  re tro spec t ,  the liberat ed .S ixties have a s imi.lar. , 
aura of _ fun and plenty c ompa:ee d wi th the drab and a us tere E ighti e s . 

. , · 

; . 
I t  is to Michell ' s  credit tha t his s eminal work has s tood the tes t of time • . His g enius s 

and ins pita tion ha s b e en a guiding. light to ma ny re s ea r chers into a ncient · civ�lis a�ions . 
I am · :indeb ted to him for b o th in.s_ pira tion -- his ,, I nterna tional Time s "  a r ti9le Wa $ a s  . in 

· the b ook he points out , a c a s e of b e ing reintroduc e d  to " an ·· old friend"- , the l eys -- and 
to s ome no small extent helping dir e c t  my life . He has a l s o  be c ome a , s pe c ial a nd value d 
frj _end over ma ny years o I i:;  is , in fa c t ,  diffi cul t  to prn i s e  him .s uffi c i ently . He i s  a 
very priva te and co mpa s s io ne te man ,  a nd hi s e s pous al of va rious .. onus e s  -- of ten unpop­
ular or s ee mingly uns pe c tn cula r -- s hov-;s he is a ma n of c o nvi c ti o n . His arguments in 
this book ·:for ;a- - mul ti tude of here tic-1l s tudie s s h ow s  a pers is tenc e to publi c i's e wha t he 
(,; Oris iders tr'uths too eets ily · pus hed under the c a.rpe t , forgo t ten or. ·given: the ! elbow Of 
c o ntemp t � . • · · · 

' · · - - · · 

A.. parade of mar tyrs are e xpo s e d  to publio view a nd a ca demic � cor� , , each 
allowe d to take his or he r pla c e  in the l ine- up of · tho s e·- who s e  .inter:gra ting was wr-ong­
fully ques tioned � Michei-1 b el ongs. alo ngs i�e them · . ·  s till ;- hi s work derided in certain 
quar ters and s ti 11 far fr.om b eing properly r e c Ognis e d  as na tural ,�  .or thodox and to tally 
s ens ible . · · 

· 

A key to the original impor ta nce of thi s  forma tive' · work · is tha t a lmo s t every 
theme s ub s e quently (i�.valoped oy M ich�ll in hi s la ter b o oks �a s its incub a tory pres ence 
wi thin this work . The book to follow it wa s " C i ty of Revela tion" and Michell ha s s ens ibly 
cho sen to . prune mu�h original ma terial more fully explored in that es q teric ' b ook ,, . whi ch 
for . ma ny proved tough go ing af ter th e r ela tively a c c es s ible poe tic ·pa nora ma of " The V�ew 
Over ' Atla ntis o - " 

One of Michell � s early arguments wa s tha t the fa r.�r_ 'b a ck in his tory we l o ok the more 
pure and fully-blown knowle dge a �)pears . As.  s uc h ,  the· s ame can be s ai d  of " T he ': ie'-"' rOver 9 

Atlantis ' ' , for here though o f ten in only s kele tal form �ere a mul ti tude of i deas a nd 
· ins i�hts : all cro s s -fertil i z ing in � fprm . no one had previ ously reali s e d  or a chieved . If 

no thing els e ,  M i chell s howe d  a capa c i ty_ f or a s s embling a me ntal cro s s -indexing pf relev­
ant c oncepts which perhaps had o,nly pr evious ly be'en s o  ably perceived by Ch?rles. F or t .  
The theme s were la ter t o  be cons.idered s epara tely ,  but never i.n_ is olp. t�_o.n,·. _ 

· · 

· }  

; � ,· 



� . 

' 

Michell" :i.s � 6 ne . of : tho s e� ra:re wri ters . wi th the "Renai s s a nc.e Man:1 S E;;ns ibili ty whi c:!::. 
ins pi�e's ·a. · r.wide rang� of ' intere s ts whic h  though f> 3emingly · � uperfic ially dis c onne c te C. 
in fa c t  have ah underlying , c onnec tion . I t  is no t only a cur ious fa c t  tha t · all the ma j o::­
ear th mys teries .writers - were d_rawn tQ the s ub j e 9 t by the flying sau cer phenomenen , _ _  

arguably ·a:;�ki�d o f  20th c entur·y . .13 Uburba n  shamanism· c.j; its pure s t  l evel o f  experi en8 e 
( within boun�� . - -. .  rr_ ,_e· . no t": hynog ogic/hypnopopmpic/mdtorway hypno tism e t c ft .whi ch is 
s ome thing els e )  �- b ut th�{ t&ey a l s o  generally s h�red a grea t  inieres t in � sp e c -ts of 
trans.port � ·· I n  Mich�ll ' s. cas e ca nals • .  

B ut "The New V iew Over Atlantis " is about s 1,1b j e c ts a nc_ient a nd perenn=:..a.L � The firs t 
par t  is more or . les s tb,e, -s amJ.3 a s  in ea rlier .. ed itions and f o c us s e s on l eys ; though wi +:�1. 
s ome addi tions . T he s e c ond P.ar:-t ha s b e e n  alq!O S t entir'eiy rewri tten in the

. vY8kP- of the 
author ' s . s ub s e quent wri tings . a nd res earches <?n the s ub j � c t  of th 3 mys tical.  c o de of rrrumb e,r . 

Unfor tuna tely there · ha s  b e e n  s ome hos tile comment --.�ecently about ley hunting and i ts 
�- s uppos ed uns c ientif i c  me thodology . S uch a ·b ook as this is a veritable a nt::.:.C.o te . For the 

phit os ophy e s pous e d  herf: �.'>:!. i s· clqs er to t�e . r e quiremepts of a futur e  s o c i e ty tha n the . 
s cientific dire c ti o n  which ha s l e d  iJs into :wha t  is an inevi table impa s s e  of te Qhnol og:L cal 
s ophis tica tion available for the f ew able to afford . en try into i t s  s a �c t Qm o  The ins pira­
tion of " The New View Over Atla n t!!s " s ugge s ts . .  that we do no t hee d  the s o phi s tic a tion of 
computer s of twar e  to a pprecia te tr:l·e · magie of -rilimb ers a�d certa inlJ the s -+.·erili ty · of the 
labora tory s hould be a na thema to a · s piri .t · ·��s hihg to walk the old s tTa igl-:>v tra cks . . 
Unemploymen t  and· diminis hing c a,�eer pro s pe c ts are wouries ome , but lei f.; 1_u·e - - - e�::,�:'orc e J  or 
o therwi s e - - ca_n be us efully a pplied to earth mys teries purs \L ts o G-llu ::._ t oay J.ppe a r ) buJc 
t<;> rea d and f oll ow the direc tio h propos e d  in this book c o ul d we 11 r e  c..nyo:-;_,_, and C"-Tr::.;ry-
o ne 1 s roa d to S ?ni ty a nd c ons·e quently he�p s o cie ty a chieve u e t "Ge-:' u �:1 .an.ce o 

· 

Certainly a nyone who knows J ohn Michell will venj fj. tha t he: is · a ma n who is a ·c pea �...· e  
wi th hims elf a nd a n  aw� s o�ely bala nc-e d  indi vi9-ual . Th?.·c 9 hines_;· -'chrou�h this bo o�c and 
speaks f or i ts elf :. The p o tential of A tlanti s · :i:;ti th��-e ., A i:;�_c..nt i.s i s  r:ot e . .  p�ys i c c l pla s e . 
L t  never was , of cours e �  I t  is ·a s tunning metap:1o:� o  In no s �e l l · mea::: U!: e  do books li.ke 
tP:is_ a s s is t  the res urgence of the A.tlantean s ·piri J� o 

· 

. * ot.( oe* O* O* o* ·a* O* O* o::� o",( o;:� o* o:::. oi� o* o* o�:c ·a::-; o ::· o�'>: o:·: 0''� o::� n·:; o* o::; er:= cP o,� o�� o::; o .. � o::; u�� r:::: 

. L.IVING �ONE�RS by J�� MICHELL a nd RQ�ERT J �> M::.-��_g�s&!:D 
( Thames & HUds on,  paperb a ck £7). 

� . . . . ' 

S ub ti tled ' ' Mys.ter:i::e s a nd C urios i ties of · the Aru.b.mal· · World11 , thi s b o o�c is p.r e s ented a s  
n s on of ' ;Phenomena. f "  or. "A Field Guide to Exo tic · Wildl if e  a nd Pa ra norL:al T:.-l tu�."al H�_s tory'1 
S omewhere · b eimee n  C harl e s  For t ' s inc l1.1'3 i.o nis t w or -l d ·-lew and. Rupert S ne1dr :..�ze ' s " forma t :ive 
caus a  tion't hypo thesis of morphi c res oha nc e , the bold e xplorer-s of ·th� j �.,..,_sl e of For t eana 
bring ba ck travellers ' tales of los t and refound s pe c ies , fauna fr om the deep e.nd the 
s kies a nd the �nown , ra ining and talking c� ts and dog s , wing e d  ca ts , l oyal canine s , 
globs ters a nd entombed toa ds , crea tures b a ck fnom the O utba c k ,  a nd enough pumas to ea t 
every res ident in S urrey . Y�s ' V irgini:a , · · .John .and B'ob promi s � you can �ave merma id I s  
tits on toa s t  if you eat up all than nic.e pteroda c tyl 's oup · from Tes c o 1 s ,  

. C os s e t te.d in Ol:lr s af e  urban homes .-- bring in the do g a nd put 01J..t the e a t  - - we c an 
embark upon our armchair expeditions through the s e pa ge�. in s ea rc�1 o-: ape�·c n ,  neo� 
din_qsa�rs , krakens , a nd ima gine avian ba ttles a nd ab duc tio ns as J o ey a s s t::re s  us he ' s  a 
pre tty b oy . y • 

The s tyle is s tudio us but ligh t ,  fa c tually conci s e  but· vv-i t ty ;  al t o ge ther cJ: udi te and 
en ter ta ining . 

I t  is diviQ,e� into . three par ts . F irs t.ly there is an intro�u0 tion to crypto z o o l ogy 
a nd . the us ual · ding- dorigs b e tween the ,fus ty a ca demi c s  a nd the eyewi t�e s s  a c c o unts a Ld 
corrobora tive evidence tha t e xc i te s  the mor e oper .. ·-· mi nde d maver ic ks amons profe s s iona' . ;.:_ 

a nd interes te d ama teurs . All l>::ra nches of s cienc e  hqve the ir mys teries a nd z oology is 
shown a s  ye t a no ther dis cipline _ where to app e n r  ori gina i or cre dul .J us i s  to a ttrP c t  
s c orn and o s tra c is m .  S e coi}dly ·F or t:' s 11 telepor ta tion" t�e ory is dus tr:; d off and s u gge s ted 
a s  a model for expla ining artimal dis tribution � Hovr are :'lew p:ahds alive wi th everything 
from a c qua ti9 . crus ta ceans to 20lb

·
·� , pike in the b_link of a·n :eye? rr·hirdly they re-.,r.iew a 

huge · ea talo gue of wonderful a ttributes s hown by memo ;:;rs of the animal kingdom. ;  -
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ranging from ma thema tica lly a de p t  horn e s , S t  B ern� r d . do�s ' r e a cue abili tie s ,  ca ts 
s u ckling hed�eho g s ; Greyfriars B obby ( nqw a huge · ·di e s el l o c omo tive i s  name d af ter the 
faj_ thful pO•)Ch � )  .• animal ·p a ni c s  and Wake s , to Wh�.le b'e a � hings o 

. 

Many topic s nre c ontinua t i o ns of ma teria l. previ0u;B ly exomine d in their book 1 1 Pheri­
·�:lt2rl0. 1 1 , � uch D �· ra ins of frogs ., toa ds a nd fish. The mul tipli c i ty of . expla na tioris a nd 
<iis s a  tis f a c tio:l tha t no cl e ar...:. cut a nswer is certa�n renders s uch event's unexplaine d  to 
�-. 1::! s day A Her e again the notion of 1 1  tel epor ta tio�11 can be us efully appl ie d ;  though 
mis identif i u n  tion ( i .,  e .  the frogs came_  out af_ter rain) a nd- · trie whirlwind theory may 
s till hold va ter o • • • • 

S uch tale s a s  the s e  I willingly .b el ieve to have vera c i ty in a high - per c entage of 
::::- epor ted ca s es , but my extens ive res ear ches into rumour cas t gra ve doub ts o.n many 
o ·che r ca tegorie s the a uthord i ri c:- l ude with pres ume d authenti c i ty <  My own work on · 
t:.rbau ( and r1lral ) bel ief tales s heds � us p i cion on a numb e r .  of dubious wil dlife cla ims , 
but I rea dily a dmi t tha t for pr obably _ every mo tif' of rumour a nd a c tual_ cas e  will prove 
its elf . F a c t  imi ta tes fic ti o n ;  'Jr the b or derline he twee n  any cul tural symb o l  sys tem a nd 
phenomenolo gy mus t be arbi�rary to the. p oint of ftem� �ding challenge a nd brea ching . 

The ill ��s t:;..--n -cio ns , to talling 170 , .  I found well. s ele c te d  a nd pres ente d .  The general 
le�yout iCJ _  c ommendable ·and it is well referenc e d  . .  for fur.ther r e s e arch . 

1 1 Living Vl onders n  is a c ompendium a nd· works a dmi:£abJ,.y a s  s uch . With two . s uch de di c a te d  
i�:.fluentin l a nd intelligent wr iters � my o nly regr e t  i s  tba t a li t tlc: more the oris ing 
;;;.o ·�·ld. n.o t hn ve b e en included . A winding-:up chap ter could have b e e n  a . b oon as the book:;;: 
l :.ao.s apr :�p -cly Wl th no a tt emp t to draw the s trands toge ther s a ti s fyingly , 

% ·t}frt-�b+%r1o+fo+%-+fo+fo+ fot-fo+fo+ fo+ fo+ fot-fo+fo+fo+fo+;Y'o+fo+fo+fo+fo+r�fo-t-fo+fo+ %+1�%+% 

i '2J2:1Il\'_;HUF3_1'�_ARR8W'' � GRANT ALLEN ( Publis hed by J ohn Michel1 , 11 Powis Gar dens ) 
· · · ---rr:o ndon W11 9 Pri c e  uriknown) ' 

:J.:t :i_? 3 t'.b ti tle d  " T he effe c ts of .a me di cinal dos e of Ca nnabi s  Indi ca on a Vic torian 
c. 'J 1.:.:1.Jcr:.i·-hou::- e  g c.,_e s t ;  a nd how it l e d  him into the clutches of the mound dwelling elf 
1<- '  � 7  I! 

· . .Ll-, � Ur:earthe d from the Xma s number of . the · " .Illt1s-tra ted L o ndon News 11-_, 1892 , this 
' -:orv d� lightfully l iriks drug- taki ng a nd ear th mys terie s  fanta s i s �rig . S i1-: ce the psyche­
clelic S :::.={ties :J a mor e tha n tenuous lirik ha s exis ted b e tween the high of dope s moking 
nnG ��e ren� or ima gined expa nded s ta tes of perception a nd psychological rea c tions 
cn�s e d  a t  me gali thic s i tes o · 

· 

T1�.c s tor�l i ts elf is told with ma s terful fla ir i full of .evqca ti v� pro s e and wcy humour , 
:;;lus grec:. t  8 ens e . . of S!e tail a nd chara c teris a tion . ·Na tura lly it �r�a ds today � s  a peri·J d  
l-'ie ce a nd the �-11 us tra tions ha v e  an a r chaic l o ok o  ·But I have s:i_i,lc e  childho o d  trea s ured 
this s ty:e from having my grn ndfa ther ' s  b o oks , and the illus tra tor is as a dpp t a t  
S l1owing the f: impli c i  ty o f  a fra il 1 2-year- old girl o r  the howling , .q avn ges the D arwi nian 
G-rant Allen imagine d s uppo s ed mound dwellers wouJ., d  r_es emhl� . - . - · · 

· 

In his superb afte rward ,  John Michell gently chides Alle n  for hiP . �V:0luti0ni s t belie f )  
t- though putting i t  into the pers p e c tive of the man ' s . time. ,  and giv$s,.· a luci d a n d  c onden­
s e d  cameo portr a i t  of the author of this extraordinary work .. 

Michell c -3l s it  1 1 a delightful example of tha t rare cla s s of l i te r a ture , ab out the 
� n.fluenc e of C n nnabis I ndic a  'Jn megali thi c fantas ies . "  No t. tha t rare I f ear-, for we als o 
have the c o ll e ge por t influenc e d  megal i thi� · fanta s ie s  which I feBL are no t by a ny means 
rc: �e . ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )  

1 1 'rl:;,] LEY l-iuT!TE:£3. ' S  MANUAL " .£;y ALFRED WATKINS ( Turns tone Pres s , £3-25) 
It _is . n monumen t  to hi s _vis ion a nd luci d  e xpres s ion of · it · th<it this b o ok rema ins a 

� 1·ue -;_:>ic tm--e of l ey hunting ins truc tio n .  S ub title d · "A Gui de , to Ear.ly T ra cks " , thi s slim 
bu-t c oncis e _  mn nual on wha t leys are , wha t the are the mn:tk · p o ints· a'nd how t o  dis c over 
tl".e a ncient 1 1  old .s tra if?ht tra ck" , conveys an · pr e ci S E;  form the ba s·i c s  for a hobby or s tudy 
!'1 e c 'Jr1d to none . T he c entral thes i s  as expour�.de d by Alfre d Wn tkins ; · a· · Herefordshire 
bns ine s smn n ,  m8 gis tra te , inventor a nd pho tographer , wa s tha t prehi s toric man laid out 



' 
I 
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a pre cis ely- s urveyed sys tem of dea d s traight tra cks whi ch ha d monuments lai d  upon them 
from s tanding · s tones . and s to ne cincle s , camps a nd bea c on points , to holy .wells and pre­
Reforma ti•Jn chur ches a nd ·ca thedra l s . The s cheme is · s imple and eas ily demons tra te d by 
layi�g a ruler on a ny map . · I ts s impl i c i ty ,  truth and more e s o teric · ramifica tions ha ve 
ma de ley hunting a popular pas time , but tpe enthus ia s m  of i ts s uppor ters ha s me t res i s t-
ance from s cientific or tho doxy ( par ticula rly archa e ol o gis ts ) ,  unable to c ope wi th a 
challenge to ne o-D arwini s m  and the o c cult dim�n� ion to the s ub j e c t . · . 

Their res i a i tance is capably dismi s s ed in a p i thy overview of ley real i ty and i ts 
cons e quent �evelopment by tha t doyen of modern earth mys teri es commenta t ors J ohn Michell e 
An uns tinting champi?n . of the c a us e of ley hunting , it was Mich�ll who c ombined with 
J ohn Micha el to reis s ue thi s  1 9 2 7  b ook in a Pentacle . Bo oks e di tion in the S eyent;ies . 
Now i t  is b a ck a gnin -- a s  perennial as the s ub j e c t .:..._ to cns t i ts s pell on the - re c ep t-
ive . . . . . 

T he b ook is remarkabl e  for the evoc a tiue pho tographs taken by Wa tkins hims elf 
_ of his beloved Herefords hire and his reas�one d argument for l ey ·reality .  His prefa c e  i s  

a clear exp o s i tion tha t h �  knew h e  wa s righ t  and he wa s . S o  g e t  out . the wel lies a n d  ge t 
tramping the archaic heri ta ge of aligne d tra cks . There · really i s  magio in the old ways . 

*(fj}�@f!'-(j:jp@*@��<@>'�@�;@* 
THOUGHTS ON THE D IS C OVERY OF NUMBER 

1?.z JOHN MICH.ELL 

( Thes e no te s were wri t t en for John Michell ' s  for thc oming book) * 

B irds ' egg collec tors know tha t all birds can c o unt bu·t s ome can count higher than 
o ther s . For whil e s ome will no tice the l o s s  of one egg out of fo ur ,  o thers_ will b e  
undi s turbe d  b y  the l o s s o f  one in two .  All ,  however , can de te c t  the the f t  of a s oii tary 
egg . In the s ame way there are pa r t s  of the worl d where men are unable to c ount 
ab ove the firs t few numb ers . 

We of ten make the mis take of thinking tha t all the numbers we know now were always 
known . S ome pe ople al s o  believe tha t we have dis c over e d  a l l  the numbers there are . B o th 
thes e no tions are untrue . The dis covery of the numbe r o ne took Dla c e  the moment tha t 
the firs t m3 n be came aware of hims elf . The reproduc tory pro ce s s l e d  him to the dis covery 
of 2 and 3 .  In the c our s e  of time the exis tenc e of o ther numb ers be came appa rent , e a c@ 
one introcucing new c o nc ep ts , eve , i t  s eeme d ,  new d imens ions . Fina lly 9 wa s a cheiv e d . 
Thi s  dis c overy of 9 gav e men a deeper ins igh t  into the harmony of the Univers e .  Pre­
vious ly things had s eemed to pro , from a pro gres s io n  on one plane from 1 ,  2 and 3 .  
Now the s ame s tru� ture coul d be s een in depth as three c olumns ea ch of three numbers . 
No t for the firs t nor the las t time i t  was tho ught tha t the l imi t had been reached, tha t 
the firs t nine numbers conta ine d the mea ns of e xploring the l imi ts of the ul tima te 
dimens ion . Up to thi s  time progre s s  ha d been towards ever grea ter numb ers , ea ch new 
dis covery b eing larger by one than the pr e c e di ng i t .  There then o c c urred a momentous 
event , the dis covery of the number 0 .  

The a c quis i ti o n  of a figure to r epres ent no thing opened the way to a whole new fiel d 
of logic and s pe cual tion . I t  al s o  l e d  to the dis covery of number 10 . This figure perf e c ­
t e d  the t r e e  o f  l ife a n d  l e d  to a grea t flowering of intell e c t  and magic . I t  wa s now 
p os s ible to expres s and cons ciously develop inherent knowle dge of the correspondenc es , 
of the inter-rela tions hip of the micro c o s m  a nd ma cro c o s m  of the e xpres s ion of the 
celes tial orb i ts or the human b o dy in terms of colour ,  tone and propor tion . Men be came 
aware of the privileges they ha d r e c e ive d wi th the gif t of r eas o n ,  which ra i s ed the 

' human s p e cies to a uni que pos i tion among life on earth . 

The s e revela tions l e d  ra pidly to the di s covery of numbers grea ter than 10 . There werG 
s ome who , by tentat ive e xperime nts in the s cienc e  of mul tipl i c a tion, rea che d c er ta i n  c .  
clus i ons about the p o s s ible e xi s tenc e of the numb er 20 and even of 30 , 40 , 50 , 60 , 70 , 
80 and 9 0 , and this was before the dis c overy of all numbers in the teens ha d b e e n  

* From "Ealing 1s t Y e a r  Graphi cs " , Ealing S chool of Ar t ,  S ummer 1 96 8 . Jus t as he h a s  
revi s e d  " The View Over A tlanti s " , J ohn is currently doing the s a me f o r  " C i ty of 
Revela tion" 
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es tablished. There 'Was much con.troversy ohotit the exis tenc e  of 20 , etc . • . Indee d . a t  · one 

·- time there were peo:P:le who maintaine d tha t 26 c-ould ' h.ever s a tisfac torily ·be� dem:ons tra ted 
and �tha:t-. . . �e .te.ens· ·  we_re more nUmerous' thnn people -thought,  la s ting perhap3 almos t· into 
inf�,Pi.Br · 

. . .  Gra dually , ·h�wev�� , the n�bers n.s. �e k�o�v. ,them'. �-merged_, . e�.ch· disc ov'ei:i · ·  

marke d ·by the performanc e. 'Jf?ma gic rite in which -the new: . nuniber wa s. o,}.lott��d i-t;;� pl!i �e 
in a cosmological sy.s- te.m . I ts . chara c ter wa:s rev�ale d ,  the infl-ueno e� liri.de� ·:whic,h ,it '  . .  
fel� .on�( .s �q:rie� _ _ devel�pe� to_ illus tra te various a s pe c ts · af the number ," ' many frri gments 
of .which · s urri"'ie 'to day . Par ticularly memorable were the celebra tions· in· honour · o·f . 
nllihber 12 .and ' the events which follow'ed • . C er tain people fel t tha t 12 , . ,being 'divis ible 
by . 2 � - 5 '  4 and. 6 (fo� intege'rs ' ' an unheard of number at tha t time ) should _ ··take ··.p:re ced­
eri6e - -over 10 and US Urp i ts termi·nal po s i tion • . The s e  pe·ople formed club s ·: of 12· · niembers 
to ·· ·advo ca te us e of th� duo de cogram and ·of the number 12 generally . ·They had· sdme· . 
influenc e _ .in · d·:ividing the . calendar and .in apportioning uni ts of meas urement � . They also 

·-ha d · c·ons-i;de��bJ..e s uc c �s s in develmping a pra c.tical -ma -the.ma tic sys tem of grea t b ea'Ll.ty_. 
Am0ng their a che_i-ve�ents ·. wa s .  tha t of expres sing the ra t�,c;:>.s , ma.thellla tical , ' ge omy t:r'l.gdl 

• . n-pd harmolj.fic ,  · in 'available whoi'e · numbEErs by th0 p�o9res sion 1 ,  8 �  9 and 1'2 . But . the_ , , 
curious dual na ture of number 12 m,_'� de i t  in s ome ways l es s s a tis fa c tory than numoer 10 , 
and by the time its a dvo cates ha d fully developed : their cas e ,  the dis covery of 100 ha d 
firmly es tablishe d  10 as the - uni t !M' m� ti:pli cation and ,rendered any change impra c tic-
able . - - .. ... .. · - · 

.. ·· · ... . .  _ --- · We have dis c overed millions and billions mor e �  ye t we are no nearer towards 
a chie..,-ing a 11 the numbers tha t lie between thO:S. e no.w familiar a nd infini ty . There are 
s till many s cales . and ranges _ of wh�ch we have no notion,  and the s e  unknown group s  may 
lie in any direc tion, large , smaller or �ideways � it may be ·pos s ible - to wri te them only 
in ano ther · s i z e  or sha pe or in ano ther ink . Perha ps we will have tm us e nno th�r m�ans 
of communi ca tion to - - expres s them to each o ther . 
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